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Challenges

UN Expert Group on Innovative and Effective Ways to Collect Time-Use Statistics

Solutions
Policy relevance

Making the case for 
time-use data to 

inform public policies 
and  in support of 
SDGs monitoring

Concepts and 
Definitions

Promoting consistent 
and harmonized 

terminology

Quality 
considerations

Standards to be 
applied to time-use 

surveys

Modernization of 
the production of 

time-use statistics

Alternative ways of 
collecting time-use 
data involving the 
use of technology

Minimum 
harmonized 
instrument

Promoting more 
frequent and cost-
efficient time-use 

statistics

Limited financial 
and human 
resources

Coding complexity High respondents' 
burden and 

declining response 
rates

Data not used to its 
full potential



Key features of the revised 
UN Guide to Producing Statistics on Time Use

11 stand-alone  
chapters linked together 

through hyperlinks 
where relevant

Time-use hub
references and related 

materials to 
complement the Guide

Each chapter in the 
Guide ends with a 
quality checklist

Participation of 
experts from national 

and international 
organizations 

Basket of options 
Not prescriptive
Covers different 
instruments and 

modes

Guide statisticians of 
national statistical 

offices 



I Users’ information needs for time-
use statistics

VI Enumeration procedures for time-
use surveys

II Scope and coverage of time-use 
data

VII Processing of time-use survey 
data

III Survey instruments for collecting 
time-use data

VIII Weighting and estimation for time-
use surveys

IV Survey frameworks for collecting 
time-use data

IX Preparation of survey outputs

V Sample designs for time-use 
surveys

X Dissemination of time-use data

XI Ensuring quality of time-use data and surveys

Guide to Producing statistics on Time Use



What’s next?

Revised UN 
Guide to 

Producing 
Statistics on 

Time Use

Time-use data 
hub

Sustainable 
Development

Strengthen 
NSOs 

capacities

Improved collaboration

Effective 
policies

https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_55/documents/BG-3k-Guide_to_Producing_Statistics_on_Time_Use-55UNSC_background-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_55/documents/BG-3k-Guide_to_Producing_Statistics_on_Time_Use-55UNSC_background-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_55/documents/BG-3k-Guide_to_Producing_Statistics_on_Time_Use-55UNSC_background-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_55/documents/BG-3k-Guide_to_Producing_Statistics_on_Time_Use-55UNSC_background-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/demographic-social/time-use/resources-hub
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/demographic-social/time-use/resources-hub


Thank you!
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